Le M ercten

La voix des Mercier d’Amérique

The voice of the Merciers of North America

Word of the AMAN presidency

¢ The administrators

wish to all members,
relatives and friends:

A MERRY CHRISTMAS
T and

A HAPPY NEW YEAR

Michel Mercier, president



Info - AMAN

Conseil d’administration
et Conseil exécutif
Board of administrators
and Executive Commiittee

Michel Mercier, Terrebonne

Messages

Afin de hater la correspondance avec la direction, veuillez
communiquer directement avec les membre préposés aux
divers services de ’AMAN.

In order to hasten communications with the management,
please contact directly the members in charge of the
AMAN's Services.

Si vous déménagez, veuillez avertir le trésorier au moins six
semaines a I’avance.

If you plan to move, please inform the treasurer at least six
weeks ahead of time.

Cotisation / Membership :

Annuelle / Yearly : 20 §

A vie / Life (65 ans et +/65 years and over): 125 $
A vie / Life (moins de 65 ans/less than 65 ans): 250 $
Veuillez faire parvenir vos commentaires et suggestions a I'une
des adresses indiquées en bas de page.

Please send your comments and suggestions to either
address listed below.

Le Mercien - Dates de tombée saisonniéres
Seasonal deadlines

(président) (450)961-2730
Cécilia Mercier, Lac-Beauport
(V-P) (418)849-3462
Pierre-Paul Mercier, Saint-Lambert (450)671-1455
(V-P)
Jean Mercier, Charlesbourg
(trésorier) (418)623-0439
Lionel Mercier, Victoriaville
(secrétaire) (819)752-7867
André Mercier, Mascouche (418)474-6633
Dolorés Morin, St-Etienne (418)831-2319
Ermnest Mercier, Québec (418)688-9820
Frangoise Mercier, Charlesbourg (418)628-2995
M.-Reine Mercier, Ste-Agathe (418)599-2270
Yvon Mercier, Fleurimont (819)563-1546
Comité du bulletin : Le Mercien
André Mercier, Québec (archiviste)  (418)683-3959
Benoit Mercier, Charlesbourg (418)623-0833
Ernest Mercier, Quebec (418)688-9820
Isabelle Mercier, Sainte-Foy (418)651-3839
Pierre Mercier, Sainte-Foy (418)657-1607
Paul-Emile Mercier, Charlesbourg (418)623-2787
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Numéro Saison Date limite
Number Season Deadline
1 Printemps / Spring ler mars / March 1st
2 Eté/ Summer ler juin / June 1st
3 Automne / Autumn ler septembre / September 1st
4 Hiver / Winter ler décembre / December 1st

L’AMAN peut vous aider a produire votre
titre élargi d’ascendance patrilinéaire
Mercier

AMAN can help you to prepare your
Mercier patrilineal ancestry ftitle

Association des Mercier d’ Amérique du Nord

AMAN Adresse du site/

C.P. 6700 Site address : http://www.microtec.net ~dhm / aman / index.htm
Sillery (Québec) Canada Adresse électronique/

GIT2W2 Electronic mail : amannet@microtec.net
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Editorial

At the beginning of the New Year, the
copresidents of the VISION 2000 AMAN Con-
solidation Campaign hope that each dues-
paying member will:

v/ recruit at least anew member in 1999,

v detect among the ancient, present and new
members Mercier and related business
people who are in a position to help
consolidating, once for ever, the AMAN
financial position.

Please ask the new treasurer, Jean Mercier,
what you need to facilitate the voluntary work
of your assistants in recruiting and keeping
contact with Mercier people and relatives
members of AMAN. The two objectives are the
following ones:

v volunteers must reach all AMAN members;

v each member of the telephone chain
committee must not have more than some
ten members to keep in contact with.

If we all put the shoulder at the wheel, the Mer-

cier volunteers will reach the two short and

medium term objectives:

v the recruiting of new AMAN members;

v/ the consolidation of the AMAN financial
structures.

The directives are the following ones:

1. Letus reinforce our young family associa-
tion.

2. Letus consolidate our pioneer enthousiasm

Good Luck! Thank you very much!

Léonce Mercier Emest Mercier

N
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50th Anniversary of the CIAQ

In June 1998, the owners of Le Centre d’insémina-
tion artificielle du Québec (CIAQ) have celebrated
its 50th aniversary of operation. As | have eleborated
the program and established its structures in 1947, |
have participated to the celebration of that para-
govemmental establishment.

On the photo shown below are seen, in the usual
and chronological order, the five living agrologists who
have managed, during the last 50 years, that
organization of which the three-way partnership
between the provincial government, the producers
users and the local breeder’s clubs has been very
successful.

The CIAQ, of which the actual profits amount to some
eight million dollars annually has become, since 1981,
the golden-egg-laying hen of la Société québécoise
d’initiative agro-alimentaire (SOQUIA). On April
first 1998, the CIAQ has become the property of the
Société générale de financement (SGF). Due to
recent political pressure, the Quebec Govemment has
decided to sellit. Itis probably the users of services
and other agents of the agricultural business field
which will eventually become owners of that
paragovemnement organism.

The CIAQ is a member of the Semex Alliance Com-
pany and its assets represent 48 % of that canadian
holder.

Emest Mercier

s e R
Sitting

1.  Emest Mercier (1947-1950)

2. Louis-Nazaire St-Pierre (1950-1966)
Standing

3. Claude Hayes (1967-1982)

4.  Robert Chicoine (1982-1997)

5. Fernand H. Laliberté (1997-....)



Cultural Patrimony

Bonjour Québec!

Three generations discover the site of their ancestors at
Sainte-Anne-de-Beaupreé.

Jacqueline (Lafrance) Wakaruk, professor of French at
the school in Ardmore, hamlet in the municipality of
Bonnyville, Alberta, organized a tour to Quebec with
twelve francophone and francophile students accompanied
by four supervisors. In order to finance this project, Jac-
queline had a fund raising activity in the comunity which
brought $6000. Moreover each student had to provide
$600.

Jacqueline had already accompanied a group of students
in 1986 to visit Quebec. During the summer of the same
year she went to study at the University of Chicoutimi to
improve her French.

Grandmother Bella (Fortier) Lafrance, her
daughter Jacqueline (Lafrance) Wakaruk, and the
grand-daughter Adéle Wakaruk came along with
the 12 students of the Ardmore School, Alberta,
who visited Montréal and Québec during the
summer.

Jacqueline (Lafrance) Wakaruk, a descendant of Jullien
Mercier and Marie Poulain of the 12th generation, her
mother Bella (Fortier) Lafrance, supervisor, and her
daughter Adéle Wakaruk were part of the group.

The group of students visited Montreal and Quebec
City during six days with Pierre Jean as tour guide
who met them at the Dorval Airport.

The students left by bus to visit the beautiful city of
Montreal, which revealed the first view of the
St.Lawrence River, St.Joseph Oratory of Mount Royal,
the old Montreal, Notre dame Cathedral and the
Westmount Square, where the former Prime Ministor
Pierre Elliot Trudeau and Celine Dion reside.

(following on page 10) >




Architectural Patrimony

Dates and places of birth, marriage and death of
my patrilineal ancestors, published in Mercier de-
puis des siécles (1987), have enabled me to
precisely establish migrations of my forefathers of

the first nine generations of whom descendants are
found in North America. Photos of sites and houses
where some Merciers fond of local history lived are
shown in the two following pages.

Rural renovated houses
Residences inhabited by patrilineal forefathers of Ernest Mercier during the last 350 years

Generation Name of couple

G1 Jullien Mercier et Marie Poulain

G2 Paschal Mercier et Anne Cloutier

G3 J. Pascal Mercier et Madeleine Boucher
G6 Jean-Baptiste Mercier et Cécile Turgeon
G7 Alexandre Mercier et Archange Audet

G8 Jean Mercier et Agnés Durbois

Go Georges Mercier, pére et Williamine Dion
G10 Emest Mercier et Marcelle Normand

All these rural houses, owned by forefathers of the
first nine generations of my patrilineal Mercier
ancestors in the province of Quebec, have been
deeply renovated except the one where | have grown
up. The latter was somewhat modified inside but
had few modifications outside.

The bestillustration of rural home renovation is found
in ancestral houses number four and five shown
below.

The house number four built by the couple Jean-
Baptiste Mercier and Cécile Turgeon — my
ancestors of the fifth generation — is more than
225 years old and located on lot 316 of the South
East range of the cadastral register of the Saint-
Charles Parish (Bellechasse). It has undergone
several inside and outside modifications during the
last 12 years. Two photos — take the first one in
1986 and the second one in 1998 —, show the
difference in the look of that nice farm house actually
owned by the couple Jean Mercier (11th G) and Lise
Asselin.

Outside, we note modern windows, the horizontal
vinyl chapboard, the shaded horizontal swing, the
above-ground swimming pool and the double garage
close to the residence.

That home is found ot be one of the second
generation of houses. The first home, of which walls
were probably made of horizontally-laid small soft
wood trunks poles was located on the right bank
of the Boyer River which constitutes the north front

Place of residence Year
Sainte-Anne-de-Beaupré, QC 1651
Saint-Joachim-de-Beaupré, QC 1681
Berthier-en-GréveMontmagny, QC 1709
Saint-Charles-de-Bellechasse, QC 1757
Saint-Gervais-de-Bellechasse, QC 1839
Saint-Lazure-de-Bellechasse, QC 1863
Saint-Damien-de-Buckland,Bellechasse 1895
910, avenue des Braves, Québec 1960

border of lot number 316 of the cadastral register of
the St-Charles municipality. There is evidence that
the site of the first Mercier habitation on that lot goes
back to the Conquest time (1760), when the
inhabitants of the seigniories lined on the edge of the
St-Lawrence River were advised to hide themselves
in the woods, with their livestock, in order to protect
their belongings against the preasure of the British
Amy.

The house number five located on ot 711, where my
grand parents Jean Mercier and Agnés Durebois lived,
is more thant 100 years old. They lived in that house
before the cadastral register of the St-Lazare
municipality was adopted in 1880. When | visited that
rural home with Anna, my sister and godmother, on
october the 22nd 1977, it was and still is the couple
Richard Genest and Aline Maheux who owned that
house. About 1982 the Genest's property started to
undergo serveral modifications: adding two ski light
windows on the west side of the roof, covering the
walls with horizontal vinyl clapboard, levelling the
entrance and the front lawn of the lot, building a shed
that was later replaced by a double garage, erecting
a flagmast are to be mentioned.

Recently, the Genests have covered up the roof of
their country home which they occupy the year around
when they so wish. They have not made any structural
change inside the house. They preserve that old rural
house as part of the Merciers architectural patrimony.

Congratulations and thanks to the Genests for their
cult of preserving the Quebec francophone patrimony.
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8. Maison de Georges, pere
Au Rosaire (Montmagny)




Patrimoine sculptural

Albert Mercier, sculpteur (1883-1961)

Albert Mercier naquit le 17 septembre 1883. Ses
parents Joseph et Amédine Dugal vivent sur une
terre. Celle-ci, située & Saint-Vallier de Bellechasse,
estbomeée & l'est et au sud par la riviére Boyer. C'est
1a que viennent au monde leurs douze enfants.

Son pére, Joseph, descendant de Julien Mercier,
exercait également le métier de menuisier afin de
subvenir aux besoins de la famille. Deux des fréres
de Albert deviendront Rédemptoristes, une reli-
gieuse de Jésus-Marie et les autres exerceront des
professions diverses dont plusieurs orientées vers
le commerce. Maladif et de constitution plutot fra-
gile, Joseph Mercier légua a ses enfants des santés
délicates.

La santé d'Albert Mercier ne lui permet pas d’entre-
prendre de longues études. Trés tétil démontre des
aptitudes pour le dessin et la sculpture. De 1894 a
1900 il fait son apprentissage et crée ses propres
ceuvres dans I'atelier de Arthur Lamarre a Saint-
Vallier. Durant le quart de siécle suivant il ceuvre
chez plusieurs sculpteurs, dont : Claude Cété, Jo-
seph St-Hilaire, Joseph Villeneuve, Gauvin, Anger,
Hébert, etc.

De 1925 a 1932, époque de la construction de la
basilique de Sainte-Anne-de-Beaupré, il effectue une
tache quelque peu particuliere. Les motifs devant
étre gravés dans le granit de la basilique étaient des-
sinés & Paris par M. Bonin. Monsieur Mercier, bien
connu de I'entrepreneur en construction, était une
des rares personnes capables de traduire ces des-
sins sous formes de maquettes, que les tailleurs de
pierre n‘avaient par {a suite qu'a reproduire a I'échelle.
Tout ce que la basilique offre a 'extérieur de décora-
tion est d'abord sorti en bois de ses ciseaux. Pour
ce, il devait s’astreindre quotidiennement a se lever
a4 h 30, marcher une vingtaine de minutes pour se
rendre a la gare de Limoilou et effectuer dix heures
d'ouvrage.

Outre cette décoration de la basilique, ses cauvres
se retrouvent également dans la chapelle du sémi-
naire, dans le réfectoire de la communauté des re-
demptoristes. A Pextérieur de Sainte-Anne, de nom-
breuses églises et chapelles sont décorées de ses
ceuvres, mentionnons : Saint-Vallier, Saint-Georges

Albert Mercier et Thérése Labrecque

(Beauce), Sainte-Anne-de-la-Pocatiere, Beaumont,
Riviere-Ouelle, Saint-Ferdinand d'Halifax, Les Ebou-
lements, etc.

Sans renoncer a son art mais contraint de trouver un
travail plus rémunérateur afin de faire vivre convena-
blement sa famille et bien instruire ses enfants, Al-
bert Mercier entra au gouvernement provincial (mi-
nistere de la Colonisation) ol ses connaissances et
ses compétences dans le travail du bois furent mi-
ses a profit. Il y travaillera jusqu’a sa retraite.

Il fut fait allusion précédemment a la santé plutat déli-
cate de notre sculpteur; si cet élément a eu une in-
fluence déterminante sur sa vie elle n’en aura sire-
ment pas sur celle de ses descendants. En effet, ila
vécu jusqu'a l'age de 78 ans et son épouse, Therese
Labrecque, est décédée en 1996 al'age de 104 ans.
Thérése et Albert ont eu cing enfants : Jeanne (Mme
Dion); Bernard, pére Rédemptoriste; Alphonse, ingé-
nieur; André, frére du Sacré-Coeur, missionnaire au
Chili et Monique, religieuse chez les sceurs de Saint-
Francois-d’Assise.

La vie d’Albert Mercier est donc une reussite a double
titre : professionnellement par les ceuvres qui lui sur-

>



Toponymie

La Commission de toponymie du gouvernement du Québec a fait un deuxiéme releve de l'utilisation du
patronyme MERCIER dans la province de Québec. Voici une liste non exhaustive de ['utilisation du
patronyme MERCIER au Québec.

I s’agit d'un décompte effectué a partir du plus récent extrait de topos de la Commission de toponymie
du gouvernement de ta province de Québec.

Accueil 1 Circonscription 1 Passe 1
Anse 8 Cours d’eau agricole 7 Pointe 2
Avenue 8 Edifice 1 Pont 4
Baie 2 Etang 1 Riviere 2
Barrage 1 lle 5 Route 1
Boulevard 2 Lac 28 Rue 63
Bras 1 Lieu 2 Ruelle 1
Bureau de poste 1 Mont 1 Ruisseau 19
Canton 1 Municipalité de paroisse 1 Sommet 1
Chemin 16 Parc 3 Ville 1

Utilisé plus de 187 fois, le patronyme Mercier 'est surtout en 'honneur de celui qui fut premier ministre
du Québec, Honoré Mercier (1840-1894), soit 27 fois connu. Son fils Honoré (1875-1937) qui fut mi-
nistre des Terres et Foréts 'est quant a lui une seule fois.

Le Jésuite Francgois-Joseph Le Mercier (1604-16390) I'est deux fois.

Plus de 23 Mercier sont a I'origine de I'utilisation du patronyme et les motifs different d'une région a
I'autre. En plus des personnalités politiques et religieuses, on reléve des pécheurs, un militaire, un ca-
pitaine de bateau et, bien sur, des cultivateurs. Cependant une seule dame et encore, le prénom re-
levé indique plutdt qu'elle était 'épouse d’'un Mercier : “ Rosalie, épouse de Augustin Mercier ”.

Nous reviendrons sur le sujet dans un prochain bulletin.
Benoit Mercier

Note :Cette liste est différente de celle publiée dans le numeéro 4 du volume 4, Octobre 1988. Celle-ci
ne mentionnait que 112 utilisations du patronyme Mercier dans la province de Québec.

...........‘..................'.....‘....-....Q....................
=) Patrimoine sculptural (suite)

Adaptation d’'un article paru dans le bulletin parois-
sial Mon Clocher, vol. 14, numéros 10, 11 et 12
(1961-1962) sous la signature du pére redempto-
riste C.E. Marquis.

vivent et enrichissent notre patrimoine et également
avec son épouse Thérése par une vie familiale quia
permis de donner a la société des enfants, qui, cha-
cun aleurfagon, marquent la collectivité par leur pré-

sence et une activité intense. Jean Mercier, agronome



Cultural Patrimony (following of page4)

The students then took the Metro to McGill University,
where they were greated by two studentes, who had
them visit the oldest campus of North America.

The next morning, the gorup visited the Archeglogical
and Historical Museum surnamed La Pointe a Calliére,
built on the site of the founding City where a presentation
revealed one thousand year of Quebec history, which
begun at the time of the First Nation till the nineties. The
students could then realize how the French Regime and
the English Regime had influenced the culture of Quebec.
Then, the students went up the funicular, the hightest
inclided tower of the world, to the Observatory located
at 190 metres from the ground. The rest ofthe day was
spent at the Old Port.

The next day, Pierre Jean, guide, had them visit the
Olympic Stadium, location of the Montreal Expos. They
also visited the Montreal Biodome.

In the afternoon, the group went to Quebec City by train
where they stayed in old Quebec. The next day, the
students visited Sainte-Anne-de-Beaupré where Jacque-
line (Lafrance) Wakaruk traced her ancestors, Jullien
Mercier and Marie Poulain. On the plaques of the
commemorative chapel, third church erected of Sainte-
Anne-de-Beaupré, where the names of Jeanne Mercier
who arrived in this country in 1636 and of Jullien Mer-
cier who took a concession of land in 1651 were
indicated. Jacqueline also discovered the monument of
Claude Poulain and Jeanne Mercier where the names of
the their children were listed, particularly Marie Poulain
spouse of Jullien Mercier. Jacqueline took photos of
these findings to comfirm her discoveries. The trip carries
on to visit the Basilica of Sainte-Anne-de-Beaupre,

where Jullien Mercier and Marie Poulain were married
January 18, 1654, Jacqueline could hardly wait to consuit
the book Mercier - Hier et Aujourd’hui, 1647-1997.

Jacqueline is truly fascinated with history. Bravo!

The groupe was also invited to visit the Copper Mu-
seum, Musée de Cuivre Albert Gilles, the Montmo-
rency Falls and the Galleries of the Capital.

Pierre Jean, guide, also had them visit old Quebec on
foot. The students went to the National Assembly where
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the monument of Honoré Mercier is located. They also
visited the Plains of Abraham, the arches of St.Louis
and St.Jean, Notre-Dame-des- Victoires Church of the
16th century and many other sites. From there, they
visited the Museum of Civilization. The day ended with
the presentation Quebec Experience which disclosed
the evolution of this beautiful city.

To end the journey, the group went to a Maple Sugar
Party at Cap-de-la-Madeleine and then returned to
Montreal where their flight for the West was awaiting
them.

The students and the supervisors greatly enjoyed their
trip and will forever remember this wonderful experience!

Merci beaucoup Québec! Au revoir!
Jacqueline Lafrance-Wakaruk

50e Anniversaire de mariage

Le 8 aoiit 1998, Carmelle Mercier et Onil Garneau
célébraient a la Salle St-Louis de Plessisville leur
cinquantiéme anniversaire de mariage.

1ls étaient entourés de leurs deux filles, d’une petite-fille
et de deux arriéres-petits-enfants, ainsi que de nombreux
parents et amis.

Félicitations et longue vie!




T Décés Deaths T
Condoléances aux familles Mercier dont ’un des membres est décédé récemment.
Deepest sympathy to Mercier families that have lost a member recently.
Nom - Name Inhumation - Burial Endroit - Place
Antonia Mercier Nadeau 98-11-03 Franklin, NH, USA
Anita Mercier Bourget 98-11-04 Lévis, QC
Paul H. Mercier 98-11-08 Sainte-Foy, QC
Jeanne Laporte Mercier 98-11-12 Loretteville, QC
Raymonde Marie Mercier 98-11-14 Lévis, QC
Béatrice Mercier 98-11-28 Franklin, NH, USA
Bernadette Mercier, Sr 98-12-08 Franklin, NH, USA
Gilles Mercier 98-12-12 Queébec, QC

Responsable : Isabelle Mercier Dufour

Health Seeds

Food and cancer?

Introduction

On october the 8th, 1997, the Canadian Cancer
Society and the National Institute of Nutrition
issued a press release conceming the Reporton
Food, Nutrition and the Prevention of cancer
published jointly in Washington by the American
Institute for Cancer Research and the World Can-
cer Research Fund.

“The Report states that cancer incidence could be
reduced by 30 to 40 per cent through improved
diet and exercice.”

Approval of the report by Canadians

Representatives of the two above mentioned

canadian organizations wrote in their 1997 press

release:

a thatthe responsible authorities would review the
recomandations of the “Washington Bible” on
human cancer prevention,
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a thatthe eating habits of Canadians were on the
wright track;
a thatitis important :

- to consume a great variety of food;

- to put the emphasis on whole grain cereals,
breads and pasta as well as vegetables and
fruits;

- to choose lower fat dairy products, leaner
meats and foods prepared with little or no fat;

- to achieve and maintain a healthy body weight
by enjoying regular physical activity and healty
eating;

- to limit salt, alcohol and caffeine.

Ernest Mercier, agronome
1998-11-24

1. Report on Food and Cancer, by Emest Mercier, to
the annual meeting of the Quebec Section of the
Canadian Cancer Society, on october the 8th, 1998.
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Glanures

Roue de fortune

Les citoyens de St-Jacques-de-Leeds se réjouissent avec
Maryline Mercier qui a remporté, en juilet 1998, le gros
lot au tirage de la Roue de fortune de Loto-Québec.
Maryline, jeune fille de 19 ans pourra poursuivre ses
études en laboratoire médical a Québec, sans trop se
soucier de son budget.

Something new on Marie Poulain

With the help of one of the AMAN Vice-
presidents, Paul H. Mercier, | have been able
to trace back the Christening certificate of
Marie Poulain. She was born before January
the first 1641. The christening event, which
took place in the parish of 'Immaculée Con-
ception in Trois-Riviéres, QC —on the 1st of
January 1641 — is written in latin and
reported in the Jesuits’ Relations Review of
New France.

As Marie Poulain was wedded to Jullien Mer-
cier on January the 18th 1654, she was more
than 13 years of age at the time of her
marriage blessed by Father Paul Ragneau
missionnary on the Beaupré Cost, in the
house of Robert Giguier (Giguére) at Sainte-
Anne-de-Beaupré (see Mercier depuis des
siecles, (1987), page 74).

In afuture issue of Le Mercien, Isabelle Mer-

cier Dufour will tell us more about the first

canadian women educated in France.
Emest Mercier
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Salle Maurice O. Bready, Sherbrooke

C’est avec une énergie débordante et une vitalité sans
faille que I’artiste Claudine Mercier s’est présentée les
vendredis et samedis soirs de I’été a la Salle Maurice
Obready de Sherbrooke

150 ans d’histoire a Lambton

Les fétes du 150e anniversaire de la municipalité de
Lambton se sont déroulées du 10 au 20 juillet sous la
présidence de M. Bernard Mercier. Les membres de
I’ organisation des festivités et leur dynamique président
M. Mercier sont heureux de I'immense succés de
collaboration et de la participation enthousiame des gens.
“Unpassé... Unerichesse...”

Walt Disney a Coaticook

Walt Disney a récemment acheté des droits de
télédiffusion pour sa télésérie “My Hometown”. M. Jean
Mercier, producteur et réalisateur, a été choisi pour le
tournage d’une dizaine de nouveaux épisodes dans le
secteur de Coaticook. L’achat par Disney tend &
prouver la qualité du produit de I’équipe de plus de 40
personnes et habilement dirigée par M. Mercier

La Super 7

En novembre 97, madame Andrée Mercier de
Drummondville devenait gagnante du gros lot. Elle et
son conjoint sont allés cueillir leur magot au bureau de
la Loto-Québec. a leur dire: “C’est un gros défi, ce
n’est pas une garantie de bonheur.



